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June 1, 2001 PROCEEDI NGS 11: 05 a. m
--0Q0- -

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Good norni ng, | adies and
gentl enen. Thank you for attending this hearing of the
Assenmbly Conmittee on El ections, Reapportionnent and
Constitutional Arendnments. And by the way, I'Il start
off by slowing down, as | wll encourage others to do,
because we have a court reporter who has to keep up with
what ever we say, and with no air conditioning in the
building, if her fingers catch fire, you know, it's a
heat problem so we'll try and keep it a little slower

The Conmittee is actually msnaned, 1'Il tell
you this right off the bat so you know that this is an
area of -- the whole subject of redistricting is one
that has a | ot of m sunderstandi ngs and m si nformation
about it, and the msinformation is wi de and deep and it
i ncl udes even the nanme of our committee.

We do redistricting. Reapportionnment is the
process in which after the census the decision is made
on how many Congressional seats are allocated to each
state. W don't do that, so our comrmittee is actually
m snanmed, it should be redistricting rather than
reapportionment in the title.

So, | tell you that to begin with, don't be too
concerned if you make a mistake in your own remarks,
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m sspeak or sonething, don't feel enbarrassed, our
conmi ttee name i s m snaned.

The Assenbly is committed to conducting fair
and open redistricting processes in which nenbers of the
public are able to have both a voice and an effective
role. This is the fourth in a series of hearings we're
hol ding in various |ocations throughout the state for
the purpose of gathering public input into the
redistricting process.

And | mght by the way for our court reporter,
Ms. Hernandez, we'll give you a copy of this statenent,
"Il tell you when I'mthrough with this part.

As you know, we were all counted by the Census
Bureau, we are every ten years. Redistricting is the
process by which the lines for Assenbly, Senate,

Congr essi onal and Board of Equalization seats, or
districts rather are changed every ten years after the
decenni al census.

The 2000 census occurred in April 2000, and we
received the detailed results of that census at the end
of March of this year. The census shows us both that
California has experienced an overall increase in
popul ati on and that our popul ation has shifted.

According to the 2000 census, California has a
popul ati on of 33,871,648. But people al so noved around
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the state, and it's inportant to find out where people
are because that determ nes where district |lines should
be drawn.

The nost basic principle that decides our
redistricting is the requirement of one person, one
vote. Wiat this neans is in order to ensure that each
i ndividual's vote carries the same weight, all the
Assenbly districts nust have the sane popul ation
i kewi se for the Senate districts, Congressiona
districts and the Board of Equali zati on.

A typical Assenmbly district for exanpl e based
upon the 1990's redistricting had a popul ati on of
372,000. After the 2000 census because of the increase
in California's popul ation the ideal population for an
Assenbly district is 423,396. For Senate districts the
i deal popul ation is 846,791, and because of our increase
in population, California will have one nore seat in
Congress this decade for a total of 53 Congressiona
seats; the popul ation for a Congressional seat based on
t he 2000 census shoul d be 639, 088.

These changes in popul ati on conbined with the
nmovenent of people fromplace to place within California
mean that we have to redraw the lines for the Assenbly,
Senat e, Congress and Board of Equalization to nmake the
popul ation in each set of districts equal. For
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Congress, we must redraw lines to create a new seat and
to equalize the popul ation of Congressional districts.

We have on di splay maps of the existing
districts to give us a sense of where the lines are
currently as we undertake the process of redistricting.
As we do that, there are certain requirenents and
guidelines fromthe United States Constitution, the
Federal Voting Rights Act and the California
Constitution, as well as traditional redistricting
principles that we pay attention to.

One of the very inportant factors is what is
called communities of interest. Wlat we try to do when
we draw lines is to respect the integrity of conmunities
of interest. The concept of comunities of interest
enbraces the many different kinds of ties that bind
communities together. They may be geographi cal, such as
recogni zing that rivers and nountains tend to unite
conmunities and to separate people. W also try to
avoid splitting political entities such as cities and
counties between different districts.

Communities of interest can al so include
factors such as soci oeconom c status, the rural or urban
character of an area, transportation and mnedi a
infrastructures, institutions such as schools and
churches, community organi zations, shared histories,
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political issues, business and trade, and | could go on.
As you see, the list is quite extensive, and we |l ook to
you to help us identify the relevant comunities of
interest within this region

Additionally, of course we will attend to the
Voting Rights Act and its requirenents that we not
dilute the voting power of mnority, racial, ethnic or
| anguage conmuniti es.

Qur main purpose today is to receive testinony
regardi ng communities of interest in this part of the
state. |If people wish to offer testinmony on ot her
matters related to redistricting, we will attenpt to
accommpdat e t hat .

I would also like to take this opportunity to
| et you know of other ways by which you can receive
information regarding the redistricting process, and if
you wi sh, provide additional information pertinent to
redistricting to the Conmttee.

We have a Wb site that contains information
regarding redistricting and the redistricting process.
Notice of all our hearings will also appear on that Wb
site. The Wb site address is www assenbly. ca/gov --
excuse me, let nme start that all over again,
wwwv, assenbl y. ca. gov/erca, that's the H ections,
Reapportionment and Constitutional Amendnents, ERCA

6
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EERCA

An Assenbly redistricting task force office has
been set up to which you may submt witten coments,
suggestions and recommendations. This office is |ocated
at 1020 N Street, Room 357, Sacranento, California
95814. If you testify today or if you subnmit a request
to the redistricting task force office, they will see
that you receive notice of all Comm ttee hearings.

At our Web site and available at this hearing
in hard copy is a docunent entitled Redistricting Plans
Submitted by Menbers of the Public. | recomend that
you review this docunment which sets out various
procedures and suggestions to facilitate your subm ssion
of redistricting proposals, reconmendati ons and conments
to the Conmittee.

If you have an actual redistricting plan that
you wi sh for consideration, the Conmttee Wb site
connects you to a specialized Wb site which explains
that particul ar process and through which you can submt
your plan electronically. Al nost done with this |ong
witten docunent.

As | nentioned, this is just one of a series of
redistricting hearings that the Assenbly Committee on
El ecti ons, Reapportionnment and Constitutional Amendnents
is holding around the state. Additionally, later in the
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process after proposed plans have been subnmitted to the
| egislature, we plan to hold one or two -- we plan to
hold two or nore days of hearings in Sacranento. These
hearings will be linked by satellite to | ocations around
the state to allow interactive hearings so they wll
function as nmultiple additional hearings throughout the
st at e.

W thank you for your participation today and
hope that you will continue to participate as the
redi stricting process noves al ong.

Ckay. | just also would note that there is
addi tional information outside the door as you may have
noti ced as you entered, printed copies of many of the
docunments that |1've referred to

Before we take testinony, | would like to
i ntroduce you to our commttee nmenbers and ot her nenbers
of the legislature, and we are fortunate today to have
with us, I"'mgoing to -- well, let ne start with one of
our | ocal Assenbly nenbers Sinon Salinas. And, Sinon,
if you wanted to nmake any comments.

MR, SALINAS: Thank you, M. Chairman. Let ne
just thank everybody for taking tinme this Friday to conme
and provide the testinony comunity input that will be
compiled. And, M. Chair, thank you for the work you're
doi ng throughout the state and the committee nmenbers,
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M. Leonard and others that have partici pated throughout
the state to make sure that groups and individual s have
the opportunity to conme in and present their testinony,

obvi ously under the criteria that you laid out for

ever ybody.

So, welconme to some of the folks that | work
here locally, thank you for being here, Supervisor
Armenta from Monterey County, and forner Mayor Rios, Ana
Ventura, Councilwman, Council menbers, and all of you
that are here to give us sone input on a very inportant
process that we know your conmunities are interested in
in participating.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch. And
imediately next to himis the Chief of Staff for the
Conmittee, M. WIlie Guerrero; and next, Assenbly
Menber Fred Keel ey.

MR. KEELEY: Thank you, M. Chairman, and
M. Salinas, M. Leonard, good norning, |adies and
gentlemen. And M. Chairman and M. Leonard in
particul ar wel come to the 27th Assenbly District, we're
very pleased that you' ve chosen this as one of the sites
that you're going to visit in holding hearings
t hroughout the state of California on this very
i nportant issue.

A coupl e of introductory thoughts and coments,

9
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and there is it seens to ne in terns of protecting the
integrity of the denocracy of perhaps no nore inportant
single legislative action that we will take every ten
years than to draw the district lines for the Assenbly
and the Senate, as well as for Congress and the Board of
Equal i zat i on.

It is the way that we do in fact ensure that
every man and worman in the state of California who are
eligible to vote are able to participate fully in the
denmocracy because the |ines have been drawn in such a
way that permts their individual voices to be heard.

In that regard, | do believe that the lines
that were drawn for the districts at least in this area
of the Central Coast that were drawn sonme years ago
actually do quite well represent the wi de variety of
ways that you can define communities of interest that
the Chair indicated earlier.

I think especially with regard to the 27th and
28th Assenbly Districts, there is sone very sound | ogic
to the way those districts were drawn, and the districts
that are nested together in the Senate district provide
I think a very logical continuity as well as a fair
characterization representati on of comunities of
interest.

And | think that as we go forward with this

10
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process, we should recognize how well those lines were
drawn at that tinme, and understanding that we will need
to nmake accommodation for growth in population in sone
areas and not so nuch in others and inevitably the |ines
wi |l have to change sonmewhat, | do think that we can

| ook at those existing lines and see that they were very
thoughtfully drawn in their original format.

So, M. Chairman, again thank you so nuch for
bei ng here, and coll eagues and | adi es and gentl enen.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much
Speaker Pro Tem Keel ey. And next one of the nmenbers of
the Committee and one of the senior nenbers of the
| egi sl ature, Assenbly Menber Bill Leonard.

MR. LEONARD: Thank you, M. Chairman, thank
you for the welcome, | appreciate being in your
nei ghbor hood.

Chairman Longville has laid out why we're here
and | wanted to underscore that very point. W already
have the information fromthe Census Bureau about where
people live, so for purposes of one person, one vote
lines we know that. W already know where City and
County lines are, so in terns of political boundaries,
we know that. We already know where nountain ranges
are; absent the next earthquake, we already know where
geol ogi cal boundaries are.
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VWhat we really do not know as well and the
purpose of why I'mhere to listen to anyone who wi shes
to speak today is communities of interest. That is an
equal and a very inportant criteria in our redistricting
programm ng, but it's the one that's the |east able to
be determ ned from denographic or other information

Absent input fromthe public as to what
community you are a part of, what conmunity you want to
keep together, what community of interest is inportant
internms of the legislative district, to be in one
district or to be fairly divided between a nunber of
districts, that's the real and perhaps the nost
subj ective part of the process here, until we get into
the nore political and partisan portions of it, but
that's the one that | think nost of us in this committee
have the nost interest and concern about.

And one point, M. Keeley, I"'mglad to hear you
say that about the plan that was drawn last tine. It
was drawn by the Supreme Court, and it was very
interesting that Chairman Longville and | discovered
that it was -- | discovered, | won't credit you, you
probably al ready knew, the Suprene Court put forward the
plan ten years ago with no public hearings, they sinply
rul ed and announced it. W're committed to having
public hearings after a plan is produced.
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There are sonme comunities of interest that
were divided by the Suprene Court, | think perhaps
i nadvertently because they didn't know because they
didn't undertake the kind of hearings that we're doing.
So, if there's any inprovenent on the Suprene Court that
we m ght possibly do, it's the input that we receive
from these hearings, and again our dedication to acting
upon that.

So, thank you all for letting nme be a part of

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  And al so at the end of the
desk is M. Doug Yoakam who is the Republican
Consultant for the Conmmittee.

And let ne nention a couple quick housekeepi ng
things; first | encourage everybody to take your coats
of f, be confortable, you know, it's going to get warmner
in here the |l onger we have this many people in here, so
| encourage informality; and in fact if |I were just
slightly less formal, 1'd take ny tie off. If it gets
really warm 1'Il take ny tie off nyself, and anybody
else is welcone to.

Al so, is there anybody in the room who does not
have a cell phone and wants one because here's what |I'm
going to do. Just as kind of a little fun thing to give
you extra, you know, excitenment for having cone here

13
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today, an extra benefit, we're going to have a cel

phone gi veaway. |If you'd Iike a cell phone, you can
fight for it, and if you want to give away a cell phone,
all you have to do is leave it turned on, okay, just

| eave it turned on in here, and when your cell phone
rings that will be the signal to anybody who wants a
cell phone that person is donating a cell phone, okay,
soit's alot of fun, we'll do that.

And with that 1'"'mgoing to ask if we have any
ot her Assenmbly menbers who had arrived, | don't think we
did. Did we have any federal officials that had
arrived, and I'mnot aware of any but | just want to
make sure; anybody from Congressional districts in the
area that had shown up? GCkay, we don't have any.

I have one statement before we begin our forma

testimony, one statenent from Assenbly Menber El ai ne
Al qui st which she had asked be read into the record.
Now I ' m going to violate ny keep it slow so we don't set
the fingers afire on the court reporter rule, |I'mgoing
to read this nmore quickly because she's going to have a
copy of it, okay.

"Dear M. Longville, I"'min strong support of a
redistricting plan that will preserve the comunity of
interest of Santa Clara County, the Silicon Valley, and
two of the primary cities in the current 22nd Assenbly

14
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District and the current 13th Senate District.

"These two cities are Mountain View and
Sunnyval e; they're wholly within the Santa C ara County
and have within their city boundaries the shared
territory of NASA-Ares and Moffett Field. These federal
facilities are the focal point of new and existing
research and are educational centers that serve the
| ocal communities and the broader Silicon Vall ey.

"Mountain Viewis one of the magjor cities in
Santa Clara County. It is vital that Muntain View and
Sunnyval e, which is the second largest city in the
county, be included in the Senate district that
represents the citizens of Santa Cara County and that
is completely within the boundaries of Santa d ara
Count y.

"Mountai n Vi ew and Sunnyval e have been conbi ned
traditionally for their State Senate and Assenbly
representation. Wen the 1990 redistricting was
conpl eted, small parts of both Sunnyval e and Mountain
View were not included in the 22nd Assenbly District and
in the 13th Senate District; this has caused confusion
and all parts of both cities should be restored to the
same legislative districts.

"Mountain View and Sunnyval e face nmany of the
same issues of affordable housing, educational services,
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transportation, senior services and econom c
opportunities. By being included in the sane Assenbly
and Senate districts, fair and effective representation
woul d be enhanced for the citizens of Santa C ara
County.

"I also suggest that all of the city of
Cupertino be included in the 13th Senate District and
the 22nd Assenbly District because 85 percent of the
Cupertino Union School District service area is already
i ncluded as part of these two legislative districts and
incorporates parts of Santa C ara, Sunnyval e and San
Jose.

"Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Best regards, Elaine A quist."

So, we put that into the record. And | would
rem nd nenbers seated here at the dias that these
m cr ophones are both always on and highly sensitive, so
if you don't want to talk in the m crophone, 1'd urge
you to push the mcrophone far away. | nmention this
because npbst of us are used to being in roonms where you
can nute the mcrophone for a nonent where they' re not
quite as sensitive as this. Sonetinmes a nmenber will
cone up and explain the reason they' re leaving the dias
for a nonent and, you know, you may not want to do that
over the m crophone.
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So, in any event, at this tine the first
testimony scheduled is fromvarious representatives of
the WlliamC. Velasquez Institute and the Mexican
Anmerican Legal Defense and Educational Fund, MALDEF, and
| have | believe nine -- well, eight or nore people, and
I"mgoing to ask is M. Fernando Arnmenta, a menber of
the Monterey County Board of Supervisors present?

M. Arnmenta, we -- | believe did you want to do
it as a panel or one at a tine?

MR ARMENTA: One at a tine.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: One at a tinme, okay, we
wel cone you and thank you. The m crophone is yours,
sir.

MR, ARMENTA: CGood norni ng, buenos dias. |
have run through ny presentation real quickly, and it's
inwiting, some of it, alot of it is historical about
mysel f, my involvenent in redistricting, and al so
wor king el ections for the last 20 years in the Salinas
Valley, so | want to present this through the Chair for
each nmenmber of the Conmittee, each nenber of the
Assenbly staff.

Good norning, ny name i s Fernando Arnenta, a
County Supervisor representing District 1. Honorable
Chair and di stingui shed nenbers of the Comm ttee and
al so di stingui shed nmenbers of the Assenbly, Sinon
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Salinas and Assenbly Menber Fred Keel ey.

|"ve been representing District 1 since January
9th, the year 2000. | got sworn in this year, served on
the Salinas City Council for nine and a half years, and
al so was Mayor Pro Tem for four years, also current
Vice-Chair of the Monterey Salinas Transit Agency.

I"malso current nmenber of Salinas Valley Solid
Waste Authority, 1I'ma past nmenber and current nenber of
the Salinas LULAC Chapter 2055, and |'ve been a nenber
for the last 25 years. In 1980 | became a founding
menber of the Alisal Betternent Committee which was
responsi ble for creating strong Latino political
enpowerment districts in elections; responsible for
electing the first Latino to the Salinas Gty Council,
t he Honorabl e Sinon Salinas, now a nenber of the
California Assenbly. | apol ogize for getting too fast,
["11 slow down.

|"ve been a voting, a Federal Voting Rights |aw
plaintiff against the Gty of Salinas in 1987, case was
naned Arnenta versus the City of Salinas. | was a
menber of the organizing coalition to push for district
el ections for Hartnell College, Mnterey County Board of
Supervi sors, and Mnterey County Minici pal Court Judges.

I was born and raised in Salinas which
conpri ses 38 percent of the county popul ation. 1've
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been a resident of East Salinas since 1987. |'ve wal ked
precincts registering and getting the vote out since
1980.

My organi zational affiliations is the
California League of Cities, a nenber of the Latino
Caucus Board of Directors; National League of Cities,
menber of the Latino Caucus Board of Directors for eight
years; National Association of Social Wrkers; and al so
the National Association of Latino Elected Oficials.

My redistricting experience, as | mentioned
earlier I've been a plaintiff in a Voting R ghts | aw
case against the City of Salinas in 1987 represented by
t he honorabl e attorney Juaquin Avila; since 1987
directly involved in Raza Redistricting Coalition that
resulted in district elections again, all the other
three or four jurisdictions.

My consideration to the Chair and menbers of
the Conmttee that | request and urge the California
| egi slature to support the purpose and goal, the intent
of the Voting Rights Act under Section 5, that that be
protected and honored not only for Latinos but nmany
communities of interest that are here today. The Latino
comunity nmust have a redistricting plan that gives us a
vi abl e chance to elect a preferred candi date of choice.

And before I conclude is just personally
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speaking is why district elections, why do we have
those, what is the benefit to our communities? And
can tell you of several of, many which I will nention
real quickly, local positive results of district

el ections, what has it resulted, howit resulted in

i nproving communities. And not a lot of us elected
officials and community | eaders and nenbers have been
i nvol ved in that process.

W' ve seen nore effective representation for
under served groups in geographic communities. W' ve
seen nore affordabl e housing and access to health care;
that has beconme a progressive reality in the last 10 to
15 years in Mnterey County.

Nei ghbor hood Service Centers and Healthy Start
prograns, affordabl e housing units, new devel opnment
dedi cated for parks, school and fire stations, soccer
fields, safe havens for our youth, local public
transportati on needs are addressed, a diverse conpetent
wor k force.

And in concl usion, please nmake sure that
communities of interest are kept intact. Please nake
sure -- | should have stated that strongly -- guarantee
that the Latino voting strength is not diluted. Because
of good common sense district maps and plans, all of us
are able to have a reasonable fair share to elect a
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conmpetent and very diverse elected official in the past
and currently now.

And | want to thank you for this opportunity,
and I"'mgoing to stick around till the end of the
hearing and either on a formal basis or informal basis
I"'mhere to just give you any further feedback, answer
any questions.

One of the things I forgot to nention, that |
was on standby as an expert witness in the Federa
Voting Rights |aw case, and | apol ogi ze, it was either
the Santa Maria or Oxnard case, so with that in mnd
want to thank each one of you for giving nme the
opportunity of this conmttee to address you here today.
Thanks.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much
Supervisor. W appreciate it, and | actually appreciate
you made a slight change in your, fromyour witten text
when you said thanks for the opportunity. | notice in
your witten text that it said, "Thank you for giving us
the privilege to address each of you today," and as you
know it's actually a right, not a privilege.

It's not something that is a privilege at all
it's a basic right in this society. And thank you for
exercising it and for com ng here and sharing your
informati on today. W appreciate it.
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Qur next witness -- this is a pleasure by the
way, | adies and gentlenen, to be here. | have many
friends in this area and I had had sone dealings with
your fornmer Mayor Jordan, and | see that our next
speaker is another dear old friend and former Mayor
Gscar Rios, we wel come you.

MR RIOS: Buenos dias. (Untranscribed Spanish
comment s) .

My nane is OGscar Rios, | thank you, M. Chair,
wel cone. Also I'mglad to be here with ny
representations, M. Keeley and M. Salinas. For a |ong
time we only had one representative, and now |'m glad we
have two representatives in our area. |'mvery glad
that this is taking place here.

Again ny nane is Gscar Rios. | was the first
Latino elected to the Gty Council in 1989 after the
redistricting of the result of the Gonez versus the Gty
of Watsonville lawsuit. | was also the mayor el ected by
the council for four years.

I al so have been involved in many County and
committees representing the City of Watsonville. | have
been very active with the Latino Caucus of the League of
Cities, | have been the Chair and | was the Chair four
terns, and | have al so been involved in many
redistricting conferences to understand nore of the
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process that they were going through

I live within the city of Watsonville for the
| ast 16 years, and | have worked for | ocal nonprofits
serving the needs of farm ng and cannery workers, and
nost recently with a Latino based organi zati on
addr essi ng substance abuse and donestic viol ence.

| urge you to enforce Section 5 of the Voting
Ri ghts Act by keeping Watsonville intact within the 28th
Assenbly District. Section 5 is an integral part of
ensuring fairness for the Latino conmunity.

In the discussion of noving the city of
Wat sonville out of the 28th District, it will be taking
away the civil rights that people die for. In
Wat sonvill e we have 77 percent of the popul ati on being
Lati nos. W have a Latino Assenbly person representing
us.

This is an historic maki ng event that has
really, really rejuvenated a lot of Latino voters in the
city of Watsonville. | urge you not to take away the
new hope and sense of pride in the wake of the
el ections, especially of our representative Sinon
Sal i nas.

| have direct experience in issues of
Watsonville, and it's clear that there is a community of
interest within the 28th District in issues of
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af f ordabl e housing, water issues related to agriculture
and al so fl oodi ng, educational issues, transportation

Lastly, let's just look a little bit of the
nunbers in the 27th and the 28th District. The 27th
District has 18 percent of Latinos, the 28th has 58.8
percent, and in Watsonville we nmake 77 percent. NMoving
the city of Watsonville to the 27th would be a clear
viol ation of Section 5 because it will dilute the Latino
voting strength and forge our community.

Lastly, we feel very proud that Representative
Fred Keel ey has been a very outspoken and has
represented us because in the last six years we didn't
have a representation. W're very glad that now we do
have M. Sinmon Salinas and that we al so have M. Fred
Keel ey, but we al so see the conbination and simlarities
that we have with the 28th District.

W really want you to keep that in mnd and
keep our vitality of energy of people com ng and
participating in the process of elections. | want to
thank you very much again for giving us the opportunity
to be here. Michos gracias.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch, we
greatly appreciate it, M. Rios. And let ne just note
for the record that the coments that you nade in
Spani sh were all wel com ng and appreciati ve comments and
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not hi ng substantive. | just note that for the record
(untranscri bed Spani sh comments), so our court reporter
needs to make sure that's noted. | just was noting that
you don't speak Spani sh.

Thank you. Qur next guest is fromlLa Raza
Lawyers of Santa Cruz County, Ana Ventura Phares, did |
pronounce your nane correctly?

M5. PHARES: More or |ess.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  More or |ess, okay. Wat
| have is the last nane spelling P-h-a-r-e-s; is that
correct?

MS. PHARES: Right.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  How is it pronounced?

M5. PHARES: Phares according to ny husband, |
don't know what it really is.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: Al right. According to
him well, I'Il take his judgment on it.

M5. PHARES: Yes, we'll take his word.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you.

M5. PHARES: |'mhere as a nenber of La Raza
Lawyers, but I'malso here as a Vice Mayor of
Wat sonville right now And I was born in Cal exico,
which is Inperial Valley, and I was raised in Salinas
Valley and | was also raised in Watsonville in the
Paj aro Val |l ey.
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And the reason why | wanted to tal k about those
three valleys is because nmy father is a farm worker and
that's one of the ways where | feel the conmunity of
i nterest between Salinas Valley and Pajaro Valley is
very strong, and Inperial Valley, although that's not
connected, but | just wanted to let you know that there
is a very large mgrant popul ation, mgrant farmworkers
in Salinas and Pajaro Valley.

Wienever studies are done about farm workers
and farm wor ker housing and farm worker health issues,
it is Monterey County, Salinas Valley, and they al ways
i nclude Pajaro Valley fromthe Santa Cruz County.

I am also before | was the Vice Mayor of the
City of Watsonville, | worked as an attorney for
California Rural Legal Assistance in Salinas, and worked
on farm worker issues both in Watsonville and nostly in
Salinas and throughout Monterey Counties, for ne that is
a great community of interest.

I'"mgoing to be tal king nmostly about farm
wor ker issues and how not only is Watsonville greatly
simlar to Salinas in the farmworker issues, but al
the other issues that surround farm worker issues,

i ssues of housing, overcrowdedness, health insurance,
the | ack of health insurance for farm workers,
transportation issues, all those issues are a great
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community -- simlar community of interest for the

Assenmbly to consider when they're redrawi ng their I|ines.

| also want to nmention when | |ived and worked
in Salinas, | also was a plaintiff in the redistricting
awsuit against, | think it was Monterey County for the
judges, I'mnot sure if it was the judges or the

supervisor, and | also had the honor to work with
Fernando Arnenta at that tinme when we were on La Raza
Lawyers in Salinas as well.

And 1'mgiving you the history because it just
shows you how simlar Salinas is with Watsonville
because they're the sanme issues that | worked on in
Sal i nas as a LULAC nenber there, and as a LULAC nenber
in Watsonville it's the exact sanme issues, it's farm
wor ker issues, it's housing, |lack of housing, it's
educational levels, it's the high unenpl oynment wthin
farm workers versus the high unenpl oynent also in
Sal i nas.

And the other very inportant thing is that as
agriculture itself, Pajaro Valley produces 90 percent of
Santa Cruz County's gross agricultural income, and if it
was a county -- and if it was a county, it would rank
fifth in agriculture production in California.

Simlarly, the Salinas Valley, which is the
center of Monterey County's 2.3 billion agricultura

27

COMBS & GREENLEY, INC., A Legalink Conpany (415) 359- 2040



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

i ndustry, is the top vegetable producing region in the
nati on, exporting over 500 mllion pounds of produce
annual ly. So whenever there's al so studi es about
agriculture, it's also the Salinas Valley and it's the
Paj aro Vall ey, so you can see that the sinmlarities in
the agricultural world with all these other issues
surrounding it has a great community of interest.

Also | wanted to nmention that in ternms of other
soci oeconomic factors, we are very dissimlar to the
district that is next to us, that is where the rest of
Santa Cruz County is. |If you | ook at unenpl oynent, our
unenmpl oynment is 13.6, when the rest of Santa Cruz County
and basically the rest of the state of California put
together is around six according to these |atest figures
I have.

The incone level is very much nore simlar to
Sal i nas because of the large agricultural, and is very
different and nuch | ower than Santa Cruz County and the
rest of. The educational attainnent between farm
workers and their children is a lot |ower unfortunately,
but it is alot |Iower than people that are not farm
wor kers.

So, there's lots of -- not only are we simlar
to Monterey County and the Salinas Valley, but we're
al so very dissimlar to the rest of Santa Cruz County.

28

COMBS & GREENLEY, INC., A Legalink Conpany (415) 359- 2040



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Some of the other issues are when | tal ked
about overcrowdi ng and the housing crisis, we all know
how skyrocketing our housing costs are and it's even a
bi gger crisis for farmworkers, and that's another issue
where | think the State can hel p us when we are together
in the, stay together in the 28th, we could help on
those kind of issues, specifically for farmworkers and
their famlies.

Al'l those issues, there are so many community
of interests just surrounding farmworkers, again |ike
said the health, health insurance, |ack of housing,
education, mgrant parents and mgrant students; the
anmount of, for example free lunch prograns that are
given in Salinas Valley and Pajaro Valley are, you know,
just about the sane percentages as opposed to Santa Cruz
County, so the list could go on and on actually of
simlar community of interests.

So, with that I want to thank you, it's an
honor for nme to be here, and | also want to thank our
nei ghbori ng Assenbly nmenber who has worked very much
with the City of Watsonville, | want to acknow edge you
publicly for helping us out in so many ways. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much for
taking the time to be here today.

Qur next witness will be speaking as part of
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the Vel asquez Institute, MALDEF group, but also as |

bel i eve representative of the President of the Santa
Cruz County Chapter of LULAC, M. Eric -- no, I'msorry,
excuse ne, Ms. Erica Padilla. 1'mreading down here at
my notes and not | ooking up.

M5. PADILLA: Well, thank you, | really
appreciate this opportunity for, this right I should
say.

My nane is Erica Padilla. | ama native of
Watsonville. | was a student of the Pajaro Valley
Uni fied School District who was | ucky enough to have the
opportunity to further her education on to University of
Ber kel ey, and upon her conpl etion conme back to her
comunity and work with the comunity.

I"mhere to tal k about one particular factor of
interest that we have in the 28th District. I'mhere to
tal k about education. And the reason that |I feel so
strongly about education is due to the fact that in ny
personal life |I can attest that the education that I
recei ved along with the education that ny parents
received as mgrant parents was very crucial to ny
success and the success of ny famly.

Here in the 28th District, both in Salinas and
in Watsonville and other simlar conmunities, we have a
very strong mgrant parent education program This
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program enabled ny fanmily to | earn as newconers to this
country to learn the value of education on their
children and upon their own |ives.

So now t hanks to that kind of education ny
parents have been able to nove up the | adder, they have
been able to bring us up in an environnent where
education is in fact included in our daily talk. And
believe that that is definitely an issue that not only
the LULAC Council in Watsonville and Santa Cruz County
shares, but also in talking to our partner LULAC Counci
in Salinas, this is a very, very strong interest that we
bot h hol d.

Al so in tal king about education, we tal k about
citizenship prograns. M/ parents were not citizens, ny
parents understood and became aware of the process of
the citizenship process through the connection with the
Pajaro Valley Unified School District and the m grant
education program This is also true of other
comunities within the 28th District.

So, please, | ask you today to keep this factor
in mnd in tal king about our future, we have to address
education in tal king about mgrant children, we have to
make sure that we keep this in mnd when redraw ng the
lines. And | thank you for this opportunity.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much for
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taking the time to come here today and share your
comments with us.

The next menber of the group representing the
Vel asquez Institute and MALDEF, | have M. Al ejandro
Chavez, and | should actually alert for the kind of
batter up who's going to be coming up in the, next wll
be M. Dani el Dodge.

MR. CHAVEZ: Thank you, Chairnman, and thank you
for everybody else that's here fromthe Assenbly and the

ot her people that are here this norning.

My nane is Al ejandro Chavez, | live in
Wat sonville, California. | work for the County of
Mont erey Board of Supervisors, |'mactually the

Adm ni strative Aide for Fernando Arnenta; however |'ve
wor ked for the United Farm Wrkers as the Central Coast
Communi ty Devel oprment Coor di nat or.

I was an InterimExecutive Director for a
nonprofit in Watsonville named Feni x Services which
wor ks on substance abuse issues, donestic violence
i ssues; | also was the Youth Program Manager for that
organi zation as well. And previous to that I was a
Yout h Counsel or and a Youth Advocate and Qutreach Worker
for another nonprofit organization from Santa Cruz
County which is Youth Services, |ncorporated.

| live in Watsonville, California, |I have lived
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there for just about ten years, and | belong to the
LULAC Council of Watsonville or Santa Cruz County. |
al so participate and belong to Fiestas Patrias de
Wat sonvill e, the Student Enpowernent Project of
Wat sonvill e.

I"'ma former board menber of the Pajaro Valley
Housi ng Corporation, which is a nonprofit organization
whi ch does affordable housing. |'malso a fornmer Parks
and Recreation Conm ssioner for the City of Watsonville
representing District 2 where | currently live; former
menber of the Latino Strategic Planning Coll aborative of
Santa Cruz County; former nmenber of Poder Latino En
Accion of Santa Cruz County; and forner president of
Sout h West Voter Education Registration Projects in
Watsonville, and in several projects that we've done
there in VWatsonville.

And |'m here today because | want to urge you
to make certain that Watsonville continues to be
i ncluded within the boundaries of the 28th Assenbly
District. | urge you to enforce the Voting R ghts Act,
Section 5, and to not divide our community of
Watsonville, as is the case now

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Maybe slightly sl ower
m ght be, if you can.

MR. CHAVEZ: Ckay. Qur conmonalities, our
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community of interest lies in our agricultural based
econony and our children, our youth. As a person who
has worked with youth for over 12 plus years, | can tel
you that we face a crisis in the 28th District.

Up and down fromWatsonville to King Gty to
Glroy, our children for the nobst part conme froma farm
wor ker background. CQur youth come fromparents with
very little education, but with a willingness to
sacrifice for their children. CQur youth face this every
day. They face gang issues, drug issues, the |ack of
opportunities and the | ack of formal education, as well
as overcrowded conditions.

Make certain you allow for the 28th District to
battl e these issues together on a united front, even
though some of these issues are negative, and | think
there can be a positive spin where we can learn from one
anot her and work with one another to deal with these
i ssues together.

Qur strength in staying in the 28th District is
to be able to pull together and address these issues.

W are very different from-- many of the issues that we
face in the 28th are very different fromthe issues that
are faced in the 27th, although many are the sane.
Pl ease do not split up the 28th. It is crucial when we
tal k about having Watsonville and its future, and

34

COMBS & GREENLEY, INC., A Legalink Conpany (415) 359- 2040



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

t hank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much,

M. Chavez, we appreciate your taking the tinme to be
her e today.

M. Daniel Dodge is next. Is M. Dodge in the
roon? Ckay, not at the monent, all right.

And were there any additional speakers fromthe
Vel asquez Institute, MALDEF coalition?

Al right. If not, then |I'"mnoving on to, |
have representing the NAACP, the President of Mnterey
Peni nsul a Chapter, Ms. Helen Rucker. And just so the
next person can be alerted -- there may be sone
addi ti onal speakers from NAACP?

M5. RUCKER  There will be.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: Ckay, | don't have the
nanes of the others, okay.

M5. RUCKER. W have Tony Anderson, the
President of the Salinas branch of the NAACP who woul d
like to speak. And | was expecting anot her speaker,
Rick Callender fromthe San Jose NAACP, but |'mnot sure
he's going to make it here in the traffic, we all know
101.

I'm Hel en Rucker, 1'm President of the Mnterey
Peni nsul a branch of the NAACP and | live here in Seaside
on the beautiful Mnterey Peninsula. And while I'm
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here, 1'd like to wel cone those of you who are visitors
to our beautiful, award winning Gty Hall, and | |ook
over here to introduce ny mayor and he was left out, he
was not introduced, but Jerry Smith was here as well as
one of our Gty Council people were here a mnute ago
and they were not introduced.

Thank you for holding the hearing here in
Seaside. | have asked sone of your people how people
get information about the redistricting process, and
know you want it to be as open as possible. | have been
working with the County on the supervisorial district
redistricting and been able to attend those neetings,
and when | heard about this neeting kind of through the
grapevi ne, and yesterday | went over to the office and
here was the letter inviting me to this neeting.

So, | don't know how you get on your mailing
list, but I want to assure you that the NAACP branches
throughout the state of California are very interested
in the process, want to work with you, want to help with
the process, and if we are included on your mailing |ist
["msure that we will be here. | happened to run into
Tony Anderson at another neeting this norning and | drug
hi m over here with ne.

To let you know a little bit about me, first of
all I"mvery proud of the fact that I was Fred Keeley's
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Wrman of the Year some years back, and we're very proud
of the role that Fred has played as our Assenbly person
for the 27th District.

| ama retired educator, currently President of
the NAACP Monterey Peninsula branch. |1 have been a
Seaside Gty Councilwonman for six years, Mayor Pro Tem
for four, and now kind of just professional volunteer.

During the time that I was on the City Council,
| did participate in a |lot of League of California
Cities conferences on redistricting, helped with the
process the other tines around, particularly with the
school district when we went to districts, and with the
4th District setting up the districts when the county
went to districts. So, | have sone background in this
redistricting process. O course, it's much easier for
us at the county |level where we can identify comunities
of interest, and it's nmuch clearer to see.

Wth a larger area |like the Assenbly, we have
pockets of wealth, pockets of poverty, and although I
thi nk you know that this area has lost quite a bit of
its African-Amrerican conmunity, however we can, we still
are a vital force in this community, and we have been
| eaders in this conmunity and other comunities in this
county and we will continue to do so.

In addition to the NAACP, | want you to know we
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have one of the nost powerful coalitions established
with civil rights organi zations, that whenever | go
anywhere in the state | talk to them about the Coalition
of Mnority Organizations that exist here on the

Mont erey Peninsula. W have about 15 civil rights
organi zati ons who cone together to work on common
problens just in an effort to try to make living a
little bit better for all of us on the Mnterey

Peni nsula. And this organization |'ve sat in as a
menber of for the ten years it's been in existence, and
| wanted to say that to you.

The types of things that we're bei ng encouraged
to say to you is that we urge you to enforce the Voting
Ri ghts Act, do not divide African-Americans, Asians or
Lati no comunities, otherwise you will dilute our votes.
And we woul d urge you to listen to the peopl e of
WAt sonvi |l | e because they have been -- they will be well
served by Sinobn Salinas, and | want to enphasize that to
you.

We have great partnerships with our LULAC
organi zations both in Salinas and on the Mnterey
Peni nsul a, and by worki ng together we have acconplished
much, and | want to nmake sure that we support our
brothers and sisters in Watsonville.

We urge you to nerge the nultiracial category
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into the smallest race category. For exanple, when that
census canme out | could have put down that | was -- I'm
m xed, it's very obvious that |I'm m xed, but | put down
African-Amrerican, |'mvery proud of nmy African-Anerican
heritage, but sonme of ny fellow African-Aneri cans have
been nade to feel that they shouldn't be proud of their
African- Aneri can heritage, so they put down m xed

Well, it's kind of obvious that all of us are
m xed, but yet those of us who put m xed down were put
i n another category, and when |I | ook at the census
figures for Monterey County and see 15,000
African-Anericans left in this county, and half of them
are in the prisons of Soledad and Salinas Valley, that
doesn't leave us a whole lot. So, we think that we're
| ooki ng at a serious undercount of African-Anericans as
wel |l as the delusion that there was somethi ng good about
denyi ng your African-Anmerican heritage in that census
count .

So, you know, this isn't sonething | know you
guys have anything to do with. | just want it said for
the record, that it was alnost like political suicide
for the African-Anerican community for us to be del uded
into believing that putting down m xed race was
somet hing that was going to be profitable for our
community; just the opposite, it's going to be deadly
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for our cormmunities, and we're going to mss sone
federal funding and sone other funding because of it.
And the cities, sone of whom pushed for this type of
thing are going to see how deadly it can be to our
conmuni ties.

We're very concerned about the ideal of one
person, one vote, and that it is actually realized for
not only the African-Anerican comunity, for al
peopl es.

Respect our conmunities and comunities of
interest that you well know as well as | do that
everyone who came up here and spoke on behal f of the
Lati no comunity, all the problens that the Latino
communities are facing, with the exception of
deportation, nobody's tried to deport nme back to Africa
lately, we are -- we suffer, the housing, the health,
and all of those things that it has been marvel ous for
us to be able to go to Fred Keeley and tal k about and be
listened to.

Pl ease allow for the maxi mum i nput of
African- Anericans, Pacific |Islanders and Latino
comunities when you redraw the redistricting |lines.
And | think that by having a hearing such as this one
today that it's close enough to a Latino center that we
are listening to people such as the African-Arericans

40

COMBS & GREENLEY, INC., A Legalink Conpany (415) 359- 2040



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

and the Latinos.

We know that we have lost this African-Anerican
popul ati on, and we're going to work harder maybe to make
sure that our presence is really effective in the area.

O her peopl e have nentioned the soci oecononic
status of the people here, the income |evels, business
and comerce patterns and so on. | also would like to
mention that we have done in COMO a |l ot of coalition
building with our Latino friends, and we have a | ot of
simlar problens in our cormunity. And |'m sure that
when you, when you do this redistricting that you'll
take all peoples into consideration.

I'"d like to thank you again for com ng to our
beautiful city of Seaside, conme back again, thanks
again.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch. W
appreci ate your taking the tine to be here, M. Rucker.
Let me note by the way, automatically, M. Rucker, your
nane will be put on our mailing list. [|'massum ng that
you filled out something, sonebody's giving it to you to
fill out right now, all right.

M. Leonard, yes.

MR. LEONARD: Ms. Rucker raised an interesting
point that I know in some of the conferences |I've been
to it's been discussed, but she reminds ne, |I'mnot sure

41

COMBS & GREENLEY, INC., A Legalink Conpany (415) 359- 2040



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

that a public decision has been made on how those that
do the redistricting will use the Census Bureau

mul tiracial categories for purposes of Section 5 of the
Voting R ghts Act, and | think your point is well nade.

Could I ask through the Chair that the
Conmittee check whether there's any regul ati ons or
menor andum from t he Departnent of Justice regarding
Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act as it reacts to this
new census nultim xed categorization so that we honor
what the federal rules are, if there are any; and if
there're not, that we announce as, that as part of our
criteria.

W left it off the list and I'm not sure why
now because, probably because it's so new | guess that
none of us have quite figured it out, but we're going to
have to make a decision as we deal with the ethnicities
and nationalities of our state and this census data that
sort of confuses that in one sense, or sheds new |ight
or something, I"mnot sure which it is.

But, I would ask you to let's find a way to
make that decision and make it public so that if there
are any nmenbers of the public that have concerns about
it, that those be nade known as we go to map draw ng.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch,

M. Leonard. And as you were speaking, | noted that
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both our commttee chief of staff and our |egal counse
wer e maki ng notes, which | assune is to follow up on and
make sure that we get such nenps or other information as
we can.

| also wanted to note that as Ms. Rucker had
rai sed the question, | want to nmention agai n anyone who
wants to be on the mailing list, that nonotone statenent
| read at the beginning included in there a reference to
some addresses and Wb sites where you can be
automatically put on our mailing list.

We have additional printed information outside
t he door which includes those addresses and Wb site,
that information for you, and we wel come anybody, please
gi ve us your nanme and address and we definitely wll
send you information.

And, Ms. Rucker, | would note that | believe
the statewi de office of NAACP is | know on our Iist,
I"ve met with sone individuals there.

M5. RUCKER: Al ice Hoffnman

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  And we' || rmake sure that
we have you on the list. Thank you very nuch.

And, sir, if you can go ahead and i ntroduce
yourself for the record, and in fact if there's nore
than one possi ble way your name can be spelled, if you
spell it for the court reporter. Thank you.
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MR, ANDERSON: Gkay. M nane is Tony Anderson,

there's only one way |I like it spelled, T-o0-n-y, never

with an "i
CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: Ckay. |I'massuming it's
an o-n Anderson?

MR ANDERSON: It's an o-n Anderson. And | was
| aughi ng when she nmentioned the multicultural sort of
situations that we're in. | don't know where they'd
send ne if they told ne to go back to nmy own country
anyway. | think it's somewhere near Little Rock,
Arkansas, | don't know.

But just for the shared thing, | think right
here is when we start tal king about all the groups,
NAACP Sal inas branch, I"'mcurrently the president. |
al so have worked with COMD, the Coalition of Mnority
Organi zati ons.

My current job | work for a federal funded
program a trio programcalled Tal ent Search which has
me going through 11 different high schools | ooking at
what the high school students need if they want to go on
to go to college, and since | work with a lot, a |lot of
times | find nyself working with m grant prograns with
the various other progranms. | am always --

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: Just a little bit slower.

MR. ANDERSON: Was that too fast for you?
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Actual Iy though she's got quick fingers. Al right,
well, it's good, as | get nervous | talk faster, luckily
I"mnot on trial here.

VWhat | want to say is the inportance of us
| ooki ng at other things other than just sheer nunbers
when we start to redistrict, it's inportant that a | ot
of the common social and economical situations of the
groups or the comunities that we're | ooking at that do
align thensel ves naturally are kept that way so that we
can address -- get opportunities for themto find
creative and grass roots ways to apply their abilities
and their skills to resolve their issues; a lot of tines
we can get State funds to hel p us do things.

If we're dividing into districts where we don't
share any common ground, it's hard for us to have a
voi ce in saying that these things need to be addressed.
If we share the city, for exanple Carnel and Seasi de may
not see sinmlarities in what they do.

We're lucky in Salinas to have excell ent
representation with Sinon Salinas, he's nmy own persona
hero, although he won't give ne any noney for saying
that, and | | ook forward to us using the know edge that
we have as a comunity to make our community better, we
can't do that if we're divided

So |'m saying please take into consideration
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those things that are obvious and that are real and that
are in this reality, not in next year's, and don't go so
politically correct that you overl ook some obvi ous ways
or some obvious opportunities for us to go. If we

di vide our districts too crazily or too easily based on
pure nunbers, we will |lose some of the creativity and
some of the voices of our community, so that's what 1'd
like to say.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much,

M. Anderson, for taking the time to be with us today.

And next | have listed a nenber of the Cabrillo
Community Col | ege Board of Trustees, M. John Laird.
And, M. Laird, let me note so that she can be ready,
that the next name | have on ny list will be fromthe
Cty of Watsonville Redistricting Conmttee, M. Shirley
Castillo, so with that, M. Laird.

MR LAIRD: Geat, thank you, Chair Longville,
and nenbers of the Assenbly and friends. | am John
Laird, I"'ma resident of the city of Santa Cruz. | am
as was listed on the agenda a Trustee at Cabrillo
Coll ege District.

I"'malso a former City Council nenber, served
ni ne years, including two ternms as mayor; ama fornmer
Congressi onal assistant, former County Chair of ny
party, and forner Chair of the Regional Council of
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Gover nments, AMBAG

And the reason | list all those particular
groups is over the course of 30 years |'ve had the
chance to observe very closely a nunber of times that
Ii nes have been drawn, and I want to comend you at the
outset for the fact that in nost of those processes in
the past, there's not been an open process, there's not
been a participatory or community based process where
peopl e have cone and taken testinmony like this, and
want to thank you for it.

I have one central thene today, and that's that
the 27th and the 28th Districts in the Assenbly are
di stinct communities of interest that should not be
changed. The 28th | could not speak to better than the
speakers that you've heard thus far. They have given
the reasons and they have united the community of
interest issues that are there.

| want to speak to the 27th District, and
Assenbly Menber Leonard said earlier that you kind of
need hel p because of the fact that the denographics and
the nunbers don't give you a sense of what a community
of interest is, and | want to tell you why | think the
27th is a very distinct and uni que community of interest
that needs to renmin the sane.

The first is just our special environnment in
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the Monterey Bay area. Al across, whether you're in
Santa Cruz County, Monterey County, the issue of open
space, open space acquisition exists, it exists in Big
Sur with the land trust, it exists in the north coast of
Santa Cruz County.

There are water shortages and sea water
intrusion all around the Monterey Bay area in many
different jurisdictions and agencies. The Monterey Bay
Sanctuary, the |l argest federal sanctuary in the United
States program is bounded by the Monterey Bay, and its
health i s dependent on what all the coastal
jurisdictions do on all sides of the Bay; they don't
recogni ze any political differences between Santa Cruz
and Monterey County.

The nunber of State parks in this district
whet her in Santa Cruz or Monterey County is nore than
al rost every other district in the state, and their
mari ne science facilities that really take advantage of
the Monterey Bay in Santa Cruz, Mss Landing on the
Monterey side that are world renowned and really united
as a conmunity of interest.

This district also is one of the very fewin
the state of California that has higher education
institutions at every single level. W have a Cal
State, a University of California, two community
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coll eges, and they actually relate across the district
I i nes.

The comunity coll ege where | serve on the
board is the regional center for a nunber of prograns.

If you want to do dental hygiene in the NMonterey Bay
area, you come to Cabrillo College regardl ess of where
you live. |If you' re at Cabrillo you have a speci al
entrance ability to Cal State Monterey Bay in Mnterey
County. If you're at UCSC you m ght actually be working
at facilities they have at Cal State Monterey Bay. So,
they're real links in public education across.

There's a crisis in the ability of people to
afford to live in the Monterey Bay that respects no
political boundaries. There was a hearing here that was
attended by over 600 people that was put together by the
mayors of Monterey County about the fact that people are
being priced out of the area.

The sane thing is happening in Santa Cruz
County where in Santa Cruz city the cost of a
fixer-upper at the low end is $400,000 for a hone; that
means that the people that work in the service industry,
the people that really staff our police agencies, our
public agencies, that teach in our schools, can no
| onger accord to live here on the salaries we pay; that
is sonmething that is united across all boundaries in the
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Mont erey Bay area.

And our econony is unique conpared to the
surroundi ng area, the coastal leg, but also visiting
service industry, whether it's the Boardwal k or it's the
VWharf, whether it's hotels on a Mnterey weekend,
whet her it's people coming for arts festivals in Santa
Cruz, dependence on the visitor industry is sonething
that unites the entire Mnterey Bay.

And Hel en made the coment about sonebody t hat
m ght be trapped on 101 and not be here. |If you're at
the mouth of the Carnel Valley or trying to get out of
central Santa Cruz to the md-County at 5:00, traffic
and transportation is an i ssue across the Mnterey Bay
area that's very uni que.

So basically that's ny nessage. You have a
good community of interest that exists that is working,
that unites issues and people in ways that noving it any
different way would really not conpete or continue that
community of interest, and | really urge you to continue
it.

And | thank you for the ability to speak today.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much, thank
you very much for taking the tinme to be here and join
wi th us today.

Ladi es and gentl enen, before we go on, and we
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will be starting out again with Ms. Shirley Castillo
will be the next person up, before we do that |'m goi ng
to take a brief break -- and seven to ten mnutes wll
be adequate? -- seven to ten minute break to give our
court stenographer's fingers a break here for a mnute,
and we will reconvene in about seven to ten m nutes.
Thank you.

(Wher eupon, a recess was taken)

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Ladi es and gentl enmen, we
will begin and our first speaker will be representing
the Santa Cruz County Chapter of the League of the
United Latin Arerican G tizens, Ms. Shirley Castillo.

M5. CASTILLO Yes, I'man officer of our |ocal
chapter of LULAC. CQur local chapter of LULAC is rather
unique in that since it covers all of Santa Cruz County,
whi ch i ncludes Watsonville, we have two Assenbly
district representatives, one being Sinon Salinas and
one being Fred Keeley, so given that it's very inportant
that we have a good working relationship with both
Assenbly persons, and | regret the fact that neither one
of themhere is here for ny presentation, but neither
here nor there.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  If | mght just note for
you, Ms. Castillo, that the transcripts of these will be
provided to all the Conmittee nenbers.
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M5. CASTILLO Yes, I'maware of that. O
course rel ationships are al so eye contact and personal

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much

MS. CASTILLO Okay. dGven the fact that we
enconpass both -- our chapter enconpass both the 28th
and the 27th, there was a | ot of dial ogue wthin our
chapter with regards to redistricting.

H storically as you well know as menti oned
above, we were in the 27th District and after the | ast
redistricting in 1990 we were, the city of Watsonville
was put in the 28th. G ven the 2000 census, the city of
WAt sonvil | e Latino popul ati on has i ncreased.

As nentioned before by forner Mayor Oscar Rios,
we have a Latino popul ation of close to 75, 77 percent,
gi ven whatever statistics are out there, but it's a
substantial anmpbunt. W do face |ike nost Latino
communities, especially those who are agricultura
based, issues of |owincone housing, affordable housing,
educati on.

One of the nmmjor issues in our comunity is our
new hi gh school that has come into conflict with issues
of environnental issues and where the site of our |oca
hi gh school is.

Anot her critical issue that we share in
Watsonville is the issue of health care and affordable
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health care not only to the farm worker comunity, but
for lowincome -- our lowincome conmunity that are
noni nsured which is a considerabl e high percentage.

Gven all of that information, we, our |ocal
chapter, did our own analysis to see where our comunity
interest lies between both Assenmbly districts using the
Section 2 criteria which is do we fit into a large
geogr aphi cal concentration, what is our political
cohesi veness, and of course the totality of our
ci rcunst ances, which of course in doing that analysis it
becane quite obvious that our conmunity of interest is
still with the 28th District.

So, I"'mhere not only to say that our I ocal
chapter is supporting that we remain in the 28th
District, but we also support with regards to Section 5
whi ch inpacts us while we're in the 28th District, that
that consideration with the federal governnent as its
bei ng reeval uated conme forward through the Assenbly and
the legislature of California.

Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much for
taking the tine to be here, Ms. Castillo.

And next | believe we have the Political
Sci ence professor at Cabrillo Community Col | ege, Juan
Aiverez. |s Professor Juan Aiverez here? Ckay,
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apparently he had to | eave.

I have various people who had requested to
testify this norning, we're taking themin the order
that they had signed in. Next | have -- and I'Il alert
you both to who's coming up inmrediately and I'11l give
you two deep backup so that people can kind of be
prepared here.

First will be Reverend Sal Al varez, foll owed by
Rebecca Garcia, followed by Peter Szego, |'mhoping I'm
pronounci ng these nanmes correctly.

Reverend Saul Al varez, you have the m crophone,

REVEREND ALVAREZ: Thank you, M. Chairman. M
nane is Saul Alvarez, and |'ma statew de chaplain for
California LULAC. And Mckie Luna, the State Director,
sends her warnest regards to you and thanks you for
com ng to San Bernardino for our statew de executive
board neeting and giving us sonme background on the task
and charge of this commttee. So we're pleased to be
here today. | know that Mckie Luna will be testifying
in Sacramento at a later tine

I"malso here as a nmenber of the Silicon Valley
LULAC chapter and which is affiliated with La Raza Round
Tabl e which is a coalition of Mexican-Anmerican
organi zations of Santa O ara County, and it numbers over
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31 nmenbers.

In addition, I amthe chair of the 28th
Assenbly District for the Denocratic Party, and we're
very happy that we finally have had a Mexi can- Aneri can
denocrat representing this area after many, nmany years
of disenfranchi senent and neglect with regard to an
array of issues that have existed in this particul ar
part of the world.

W're very well aware that the 28th Assenbly
District is the district that represents the |lettuce
capital of the world, it represents the strawberry
capital of the world, it's the major base for
agri business, and it has real historical significance
with regard to the struggle of the United Farm Wrkers
and the work that Cesar Chavez and Dol ores Huerta have
done in organizing farmworkers in the greater Salinas
Val | ey area and Watsonvill e area.

I nost recently was involved in the strawberry
struggle and went to jail with Martin Sheen and a numnber
of other clergy to point out the need for redress. And
I make that point because California LULAC and certainly
La Raza Round Table of Santa O ara County and the
Denocratic Central Committee are very well aware that
there's a need to peel off approximately 66,000 votes in
this particular assenbly district nore or less, we're
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wel | aware of that.

And so what we want to say today is that we're
very concerned that this particular 28th District not be
turned into a rural denocratic seat; and we say that
because having been the | egislative representative for
the United Farm Wrkers in Sacranmento during the
seventies and eighties and in Washington D.C. during the
eighties, we're very well aware of the extrene
difficulty there is for Assenmbly menbers to actually
pronote the farm worker agenda in the mdst of the
agri busi ness industry.

The nost recent exanple of that is the failure
of the Mexican-Anerican | egislative representatives of
the Valley to even support the |abor contractor
provi sions that have been | ong needed, and so we're
very, very cogni zant of the fact that given the nunbers
of Hispanics in the 28th Assenbly District that it
woul dn't be hard to just ghettoize this particular
Assenbly district and convert it into -- and convert
Simon and the future Assenbly district into a rura
denocratic district, and that's a very serious concern

We're very well aware of the fact that what
M. Salinas represents right now includes the Evergreen
Val l ey area and the Coyote Valley area, and | point
t hose areas out because they're, Evergreen is one of the

56

COMBS & GREENLEY, INC., A Legalink Conpany (415) 359- 2040



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ri chest census tract areas of the world, of the world.
Multim|llion dollar honmes, acreage in the Evergreen area
is 1.4 mllion an acre, and so -- and he won those
areas. But, it's an area that he can say that he has an
area that has, you know, considerable wealth, and

wanted to make that point because the rest of the
district is very poor

The presence of G sco noving into Coyote Valley
and the role that Assenbl ynan Salinas has taken in terns
of nmediating the difficulties there of actually settling
inis very critical to our view of maintaining that
portion of the district in the 28th Assenbly District
because where el se are farmworker children going to go
to work unless they actually nove out of the Valley and
| eave their famlies here and move to Santa C ara County
where housing is just absolutely absurd.

So, it seens to nme that Mexican-Anerican
famlies would want to keep their children and their
grandchildren in the area while they were able to go to
work in the Coyote Valley and other parts of southern
Santa O ara County.

So, | hope that in the discussion of the
criteria, that freeway that's going up from Salinas into
Santa Clara County, that that particular area is given
very, very serious consideration because that area
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should not go to a non-Hi spanic representative.

Why should a nulti-billion dollar corporation
like Silicon be put in a non-H spanic district, that
woul d be the epitone of racismat its worst ugly face.
He has it in his district now and we'd |like to see sone
serious discussion about how do you bal ance then the
geographical area with the poverty, extreme third world
conditions that exist in certain parts of this district
now.

| say that having testified in 1971 on
redistricting, the '81 redistricting plan that
Boatw i ght was part of the '91 testinony and now, so
it's with considerable experience that | caution this
Conmittee fromjust creating another Hi spanic rura
denocratic district and cutting off a real econom c
corridor that belongs to the people of this district.

Those jobs should go first and forenost to the
poorest families of this district. That's a phil osophy
that Cesar Chavez and others have set forth, and that |
represent now in the voice of LULAC and the La Raza
Round Tabl e and any of a nunber of other organizations
that | belong to.

So, thank you for this tine to put forth that
perspective. W do stand very firmin ternms of not
maki ng this another rural denocratic district as so
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i ndi cated. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much. W
appreci ate your taking the tine to be with us today,
M. Alvarez.

And next up is Ms. Rebecca Garcia, and she is
going to be followed by Peter Szego or Szego, |'m not
sure, excuse my pronunciation, and the next one after
that will be Ron CGolart.

And with that, Ms. Garcia, you have the
nm cr ophone.

M5. GARCIA: (Good afternoon, M. Chairman, | am
Rebecca J. Garcia, and why | use the J. is because
there's four Rebecca Garcias in Santa Cruz County, |
want to nmake sure that I'mthe one that you're |istening
to.

I ama native of Watsonville, I'min ny third
termas a representative of Trustee Area 5 for Cabrillo
Col l ege, Trustee Area 5 is primarily the city of
Watsonville; 1'"malso the Vice Chair of the Cabrillo
Boar d.

I"malso a nenber of the State California
Community Col |l ege Trustees Board of Directors, and in
fact we're having our annual conference right now at the
Marriott Hotel in Monterey, been there since yesterday;
and I'malso the Chair of the California Association of
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Latino Community Col |l ege Trustees, and | had to | eave
our conference planning conmttee neeting to be here
because | do believe it's very inportant that |1'm here
to speak to you as a nenber of Cabrillo College

I"d like you to take this into consideration as
you' re meki ng your decisions about redistricting. As
you' ve heard, Cabrillo College, Conmunity Col | ege
attendance area is both in the 27th and the 28th
Assenbly Districts. W' ve been very well represented by
both M. Keeley and M. Salinas.

Cabrillo Coll ege student popul ati on consi sts of
22 percent Latinos. The majority of the Latinos live in
the city of Watsonville and they attend the Watsonville
Educati onal Center there.

We have been successful in neeting their needs
and the needs of the rest of our students throughout
Santa Cruz County and even San Benito County because of
the representation fromFred Keel ey and Sinon Sal i nas.
However, as a representative of Trustee Area 5, | want
to advocate that we remain in the 28th Assenbly
District.

In relation to the conmunity of interest, the
WAt sonvi | | e Educati onal Center where the majority of
students are Latinos as | nentioned have simlar needs
as the two other comunity colleges in the 28th
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District, which is Gavilan Community Col | ege and
Hartnell Community Col |l ege.

Sonme of those interests include that the
majority of our, ny students in the educational -- in
the Watsonvill e Educational Center are Spanish speaking,
simlar to the | arge Spanish speaking popul ation in
Gavilan but nore in Hartnell, and as a result of that
the type of progranms and services that we offer we have
sim | ar prograns.

For exanple, we have a very strong English as a
second | anguage program for the Spani sh speaking
students, we have a strong early chil dhood educationa
program where we provi de Spani sh speaki ng | anguage
cl asses to our future child care providers, which again
is very simlar to those students that attend Gavil an
and particularly Hartnell

Most of our students in the Watsonville Center
come from farm worker backgrounds which are sinmilar to
these two community colleges. And so as you've heard,
these students, our students, but these farm workers
have simlar needs in financial aid, they have sinilar
needs in child care, simlar needs in housing, and al so
internms of a political experiences.

Wat sonvill e as you know is a single menber
district election process where Salinas also foll ows
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that process, but the rest of Santa Cruz County, none of
the cities in the 27th District in our county have
singl e nmenber district elections.

| as a trustee can call, as a Latino trustee
representing the Watsonville Educational Center, | can
call the one trustee at Gavilan and the two trustees,
Latino trustees in Hartnell and say we have some simlar
i ssues that we have to discuss with our representative
Si non Sal i nas.

However, if | was not in the 27th and -- | nean
in the 28th and noved to the 27th, then I'd have to neet
with Fred Keeley by nysel f, although Fred Keel ey has
been very, very supportive of the needs and issues in
Wat sonvi l | e.

So, I"'mhere again as | say to urge you to
consi der |eaving Watsonville in the 28th District,
particul arly because of the Watsonville Educationa
Center being in Watsonville area. W are being served
uni quely through the support of Fred Keel ey and Si non
Salinas and would like to encourage you to continue that
uni que support. Thank you

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch,

Ms. Garcia, again for taking the tine to be with us and
share your conments as wel .

Next | have M. Peter, and | apol ogi ze, sir,

62

COMBS & GREENLEY, INC., A Legalink Conpany (415) 359- 2040



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

for, I know |I've m spronounced your name, it's
S-z-e-g-o0, and if you could pronounce, is it Szego or
Szego?

MR SZEGO It's Szego.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: Szego, okay. And let me
before you begin just note that after you will be
M. Ron Golart followed by Rubie Golart, and with that
you're up, Sir.

MR. SZEGO. Thank you. M nanme as you
indicated is Peter Szego, | live in San Jose. Before I
retired I was a consultant, committee consultant for the
State Senate for 12 years, including a stint as chief
consul tant for the Senate Conmittee on Elections and
Reapporti onnent .

And | just want to nention, M. Chairman, that
the Senate just like the Assenbly used the naughty word
reapportionment in its title, still does.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Yes, | know, | know.

MR SZEGO It's probably a hopel ess battle.

I want to talk a m nute about one narrow
speci al issue, nanmely a portion of the 23rd Assenbly
District, which is in San Jose currently represented by
Assenbl yman Di az, Manny Di az, and urge that that portion
at any rate not be divided because it has nunerous
strong conmunities of interest in which I want to

63

COMBS & GREENLEY, INC., A Legalink Conpany (415) 359- 2040



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

mention four.

The portion I'mtal king about is, consists of
Downt own San Jose and the East side of San Jose; that's
not all of the 23rd, but it's nost of it, and that
conbi nati on, Downtown San Jose, East side San Jose
feel should not be broken up. As far as | know there's
no proposal to break it up, but it's good to put these
ideas in the record because you don't know for sure
where things are going.

Now, why | say that. Well, first, we of course
are joined by the Voting R ghts Act and by Court
decisions to nake sure that minorities are neither
packed nor divided so that they have a good chance to
make their political voice felt in the politica
process. That conbination has worked well in that area,
exactly that has happened, it's a district with
substantial but not overwhel mi ng Latino popul ati on and
it's worked.

Ten years ago as Assenbl yman Leonard remn nded
us the lines were drawn by the State Suprene Court
because the | egislature and the Governor coul dn't agree,
so the Court did it. And although there were no
heari ngs, Assenbly Leonard, it is also true there was a
| egal challenge afterward, and in the Court docunents
justification was given for the lines that were drawn,
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and this portion was | ooked at, anong others, to show
that it was reasonable in terns of neeting the standard
as then seen, and | don't think that portion has changed
particularly with regard to how our racial, ethnic,
mnority groups and what have you shoul d be handl ed, so
that's still true today.

The area has not changed that drastically, it's
grown but so has everything else, so it's pretty nuch
the sane story. So that is the strongest argunent of
community of interest for keeping it, that portion not
br oken up.

The second proof of that lies in the way that
the San Jose City Council districts are allocated. San
Jose has ten council districts; three of those lie
conpletely within that conbination I just nentioned,
there are small fractions of another one or two, but not
significant.

It's interesting to see who represents these
three. One is represented by G ndy Chavez, a Latina;
one is represented by Nora Campos, another Latina; and
one is represented by George Shigawa who is an Asian
American; it represents the diversity of that area

And the fact that right nowthe Cty is of
course considering redistricting its lines, it's not the
job of this commttee but it's doing its work, and an
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advisory group that the Gty set up to do that has
completed its tentative lines that the City has to
approve yet, the Council has to approve, but the
tentative lines pretty nmuch keep those districts the way
I've described them there's small change, but basically
the way. So, | think it's evidence of the conmunity of
interest that exists there.

Next | would say that if you need energency
medi cal services, there are two energency roomns, one of
themis threatening to close it like so nany in
California, but at the nonment there are two energency
roons whi ch service the people of that conbination
just mentioned and not nuch else. | nean it's, the
nmedi cal services are a unit for that area; it's another
proof | think of the conmmunity of interest.

Perhaps a | ess obvious, but | think stil
significant comunity of interest arises fromthe fact
that there are several institutions of higher education
| ocated within that area. The State University, San
Jose State University is one, part of the State
University systenm the University of Santa Clara, a
significant private university; and much of the San Jose
City College portion, part of that is in the Evergreen
portion but the main offices and the main central part,
much of which is now being built up as a result of a
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successful bond issue, is in that portion and draws
popul ati on fromthere.

And that sort of influences the comunity
because there's an interaction between those
institutions and the community, and so it nakes a
difference in establishing a conmunity of interest.

Finally, I want to nention one final point of
community of interest which is an area that |'ve never
heard brought up before, and maybe it isn't that
significant but it's kind of interesting. After
retired | becane active in senior groups, so | kind of
follow the senior community activities. That portion of
the 23rd that | just nentioned tends to be a place where
they're one of the few places where there's some
possibility of affordable senior housing.

Now, admittedly there's a huge shortage of
af fordabl e housing for all ages, over all ages including
seniors, so it isn't that everything is rosy there
exactly, but there are several significant senior
housi ng conpl exes in that area designed for peopl e of
nodest i ncone.

And | want to nention just three, there may be
nmore but just to give an idea, because they also
illustrate again the high diversity of that area. One
is one called Yu Ai Kai, it's three words Y-u Ai K-a-i,
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which is an Asian-American place. Another is the United
Food and Commercial Wrkers sponsored high-rise
apartment house which is Downtown San Jose, 240 South
Mar ket Street; the Yu Al Kai is 588 North Fourth Street,
which is sort of hal fway between Downt own and East si de;
and the third is a Mexican-Amrerican Service, Conmunity
Servi ces Agency, MACSA Senior Housing, which is quite
substantial, integrated with all their cultural and

ot her support activities at 130 North Jackson.

I think that also illustrates another el enent
of community interest. There probably are many others,
but I will stick to those as an argunent why that
conmbi nation, that portion of the 23rd at any rate shoul d
remain inviolate. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch,

M. Szego, for taking the time to share your expertise
with us, we appreciate it.

Let me then go to M. Ron Golart | believe and
he will be followed by Ms. Rubie Golart, and then
M. Al an d ayton.

MR. GOLART: GCkay. Thank you, M. Chairnman,
and nenbers of the Conmittee. M nane is Ron Golart and
I live in the 23rd Assenbly District. |1'malso the Vice
Presi dent of the Munt Pl easant Nei ghborhood Associ ation
from East San Jose, and | also am here to encourage you
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to keep downtown San Jose and the East San Jose in the
23rd District and don't divide East San Jose in any way.

You know, the redistricting commttee saw fit
to, you know, or the Gty Council district sawfit to
keep the boundaries within basically the same limts
that we have right at the present tine. This reflects
the belief that these lines neet the test of the
comrunity interests.

Keepi ng these areas together on the East side,
especially in our area there where | live is, we have
several different community associations and we all try
to work together to better our area. And if we're split
up in any way, it's going to affect the way that we can
conmuni cate with each other, communicate with the GCty.
If you keep us all together in the same district, we can
work on two different |evels of government, also with
the Gty Council and the State Assenbly.

At the present tinme we've gone through quite a
deal with the new City Council districts, and they' ve
come around to the way that we're thinking that we can
keep our community one solid comunity. W have, you
know, we're right out at the end of the district, and if
there's going to be any changes it mght very well be
there, and we would just like to keep all of our
community in one Assenbly district.
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We have a large Latino community in the area,
and not only that, we have quite a | arge Asian
conmunity, and at the present tine everybody's worKking
wel |l together and we would like to keep it that way.

So, 1'd like to thank you for your tinme.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch, sir,
for taking the tinme to cone here today.

And just by an anmzing coi nci dence, the next
person to testify is also named Golart, Ms. Rubie
ol art, and al so wearing one of the sane shirts, that's
true, just a, will the coincidences not end.

M5. GOLART: Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  And, Ms. Colart, before |
have you begin, let me just note that M. Al an C ayton
will be up next, and following himM.-- let's see, I'm
sorry, it looks like, | believe it's Juan Sanchez |
bel i eve, yes.

And the m crophone is yours, Ms. Colart.

M5. GOLART: M nane is Rubie Golart, and I'm
not a big shot, I'ma little guy as you can see, but --

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Ms. Gol art, could you take
and bend that m crophone thing down there, it will pick
you up a little better, thank you.

M5. GOLART: |Is that better?

I"ve lived in the East side for 40 years, and I
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want you to know that 1've worked all ny life in the
East side until about, oh, 15 years ago, and then about
seven years ago | decided to see what | could do to nake
my nei ghborhood a little bit better because we were in
pretty bad shape 1'll tell you

But we got acquainted with our Gty Council man
who happened to be Manny Diaz and he hel ped us out a
lot. He worked with us through the City and he got us a
bui I di ng put on our school, on our school property that
we coul d use for our seniors, for our neighborhood
meetings, and it's just worked out wonderful for us; and
now he is up there sitting with you, and we hel ped put
himthere and I'm proud to say that.

Now we're working with his Chief of Staff, Nora
Canmpos fromthe City Council, and she's going to be
hel ping us to inprove our area even nore.

But I'mjust here to tell you that we are
really going great guns over there on the East side, and
for 40 years I've lived in the East side. Anyone asked
me where | lived it was East San Jose, and |I'mvery
proud of San Jose as a town, as a city. | love the
hi story of San Jose, and | just ask that you keep
Downt own and East side all together. Thank you very
much.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very nuch,
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Ms. CGolart, for taking the tine to be with us today as
wel | .

And next we have a gentleman who those of us on
the Conmittee have gotten to know, M. Alan C ayton.
And, M. Cayton, before you begin, let nme just again
note the next person after M. Cayton will be M. Juan
Sanchez foll owed by Ms. Linda Hernmann.

And with that, M. dayton, you have the
m cr ophone.

MR, CLAYTON: Thank you, Chairperson Longville,
and other menbers. M nane is Alan Cayton, | have
testified before the Committee before. Back in 1991 |
was involved in the process fromthe start to the
finish, including sitting there listening to the State
Supreme Court hear the testinony.

And just one thing | would want to bring up,
the Special Masters had six days of public hearings, I
know, | attended and listened. And they, what they did
was they had six days of public hearings, | renenber one
was in San Diego, one was in Los Angeles; and they al so
reviewed, just for the record, the 12 -- the transcripts
of the 12 hearings that were held by the Senate, and
they reviewed the 22 plans that were submtted.

The reason |'mfamliar is because | was
i nvol ved in that process, and basically during that
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period of time went part time so | could be involved in
the redistricting process fromthe start to the finish
and worked with a ot of different organizations, and
also | testified before the |egislature, and actually I
was the final w tness before the Joint Conmttee on the
overall plan that was presented, it was Assenbly Plan A
B and C, the Denocratic Congressional Plan, the Senate
Plan, and | also was involved in doing an anal ysis of
the plan submtted by Governor WIson, and then there
was a later plan that canme in by the Assenbly
Republicans, so I'"'mvery fanmliar with the process.

In "91 there were a lot of concerns that we
rai sed through the process dealing with the issues of
havi ng access to data to ensure that the process was
fair. As I've testified previously, concerns that I
have, having been doing redistricting for 14 years, is
that once the plan conmes out -- and there will be plans
com ng out -- that we have adequate notice and adequate
time to anal yze those plans.

And | have testified before the Conmittee, both
the Senate and the Assenbly El ections, Reapportionnent
Committee on that. | think that adequate notice and
adequate time, I'ml think pretty fast at anal yzing
pl ans, but you need at least | would say two weeks to
really go through and anal yze, because you're dealing
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with the Board of Equalization, the Senate, Assenbly and
Congressi onal plans, and you're also dealing with other
pl ans that have conme in; if you want to do an adequate
job, it's a lot of work.

| spent the last three weeks basically buried
in a conputer roomdoing just L.A redistricting and
L.A. County, so it is just trenmendous anount of work,
especially with the Court decisions that have cone down
on how you draw | i nes where you cannot use race in a
predom nant factor, you have to consider soci oeconom c,
geogr aphi ¢ conpact ness, contiguousness, respecting
geogr aphi c areas.

Coupl e issues that |I did want to bring up, and
| brought up in other hearings, | will continue to bring
them up throughout the process, | do have a concern
about one of the criteria that | brought up before the
Conmittee and | brought it up in San Diego, is voter
deferral, | don't know why that's in there.

| didinquire -- actually | had raised that
i ssue before the Senate El ections and Reapporti onnment
Committee as one of the three issues, and | was told by
the Chair that they were just using it for data
collection, and it's on the record, and that was what |
was told.

So, again the concern that | raise is if
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El ecti ons and Reapportionment on the Senate side did not
feel that that was nmandated in order to not have a
successful |egal challenge, I found nothing in the
Speci al Masters where they required it in '91, and
reviewed and read the report again, |I didn't find
anyt hi ng.

That was reviewed by the State Suprenme Court, |
didn't see themnoting it as a deficiency and | didn't
see the three judge panel in Federal Court in response
to a Fourteenth Amendrment chal |l enge al so noting that.

So, again | rise that issue as to why is it
there. If you want to collect data, that's fine, but I
don't want to see sonething used co-equally wth
communities of interest, and |'ve stated that for the
record, | still have that concern

The ot her issues, one issue cane up that |'ve
not had a chance to conmrent on publicly, and I'"'mglad to
be able to comment on it today. It cane to my know edge
that there was a, discussions going on and | ooking at
the possibility of filing a lawsuit to basically take
Section 5 out.

Now, | regard that as sonebody who's been
involved in redistricting as sonething that is obscene.
I have commented on it to a nunber of people, and just
for the record when -- there was an article in the
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Sacranento Bee by Dan Walters, and | did call Dan
VWalters and | did give himthe information and |I'm gl ad
that he did inquire, and he said that what was goi ng

on -- and you mght want to refer to it and even people
in the audi ence because | think that we have to be very
careful to protect our civil rights.

And my comrents were the denocratic |eadership,
| ooking at that | think that it was a very unfortunate,
and | hope -- according to the colum, after the
complaints they're not doing it now | hope it doesn't
rear back and sneak in because we're going to be
wat chi ng for that.

Especially it's relevant in Mnterey County
with the issues of discrimnation and the role Section 5
has had protecting the rights of mnorities, and it
protects the rights of all mnorities, and that
anendnent, that regul ati on happened because bl ood was
shed in the Cvil R ghts Mwvenent, and | think to talk
about in any way, shape or formtaki ng away sonet hi ng
that was fought for in the streets, fought for in
Congress, and was a tremendous boon to minorities
t hroughout the United States is sonething that should
not be tol erated, and anyone who believes in civil
rights should condermm any attenpt to do that, and I'm
glad to hear that issue bought up by many of the
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speakers today because this is an area that knows why
Section 5 is inportant.

A coupl e other issues that | wanted to raise
for the Commttee, in dealing with the voting rights,
one of the issues that was raised back in 1991
appropriately by the Special Msters was where there
were mnority communities, even if they didn't fit the
criteria of the Section 2, those areas should not be
fragnmented, there should be every attenpt to keep those
areas together, and | have raised this before both the
Assenbly and the Senate Conmittee in asking themto | ook
at as part of the process, and the Chair knows this
because I've raised it |I think in a forceful manner, as
part of the process that we | ook at those criteria
because | think those criteria were shaped to be
inclusionary to bring mnority groups into the politica
process in an equitabl e manner.

The Court | think -- well, actually the three
Mast ers because of all the testinony, and I can tell you
one of the reasons | believe the Masters drew a plan
that did change the face of California, did keep
together mnority comunities that were previously
fragment ed, was because of the participation of the
publi c.

I know around California, because |'ve worked
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with a lot of community organizations, there was
trenendous interest and tremendous testinony, and |']
gi ve you one exanple; for exanple, we had an area that
was fragnented three different ways, it's now a district
and it happens to be one of the strongest districts in
the state for the Latino community, it lies in Southeast
Los Angeles, and there are other stories |ike that

t hroughout Cal i f orni a.

VWhat |'mhoping | don't see is a repeat of
Assenbly A, B and Cplan in '91 that | went after, and
the reason | went after it was because they fragnmented
the Latino comunity throughout California, and we went
fromfour individuals in the community up to 16
Denocrats and four Republicans, currently we have 15,
and that was because of a nunber of factors, but one of
the factors is the plan did not fragnment the Latino
comuni ty.

So, we wi sh and hope that there will be no
attenpt to deprive the Latino conmunity or ot her
communities, the African-American community, the Asian
communi ty, by fragmenting their cohesive communities.

And 1'mgoing to be watching very carefully for
districts such as this district, the 28th, the 23rd and
other districts where the Courts said there were
cohesive comunities, and to see if there's any attenpt
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to go around the edges or nove in and cut up the core of
those communities, because nmy belief it would be a
violation of the Voting Rights Act, and in this county
it would be a violation of both Section 5 and Section 2.

The other issue that was raised that | wanted
to coment on was the issue dealing with data. | am
famliar with the QJ regulations, and we're going to be
wat ching very carefully any attenpt in data to undercut
or underm ne the Latino conmunity. And if | see one, |
can guarantee you ny association will do what we believe
is necessary to deal with that in a forceful matter by
filing with the Departnment of Justice in the counties
where if you change the criteria, you can go in and
file.

So, we're going to be watching carefully, |
just want to give you a caution to think very carefully,
if anything cones up in the criteria to dilute the
Latino comunity, dilute our ability to participate in
the process because just like in '91, redistricting in
the Latino comunity is the way that you change the
process to open up opportunities to comunities that
have been politically disenfranchised in the past and
continue in many areas to be politically
di senfranchi sed.

So, | look forward to testifying in the future
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I do hope the Commttee when we get down to the filing
of the plans gives us the appropriate anount of tine so
we can do an analysis of the plans, and | hope they take
into view the consideration of maintaining commnities
of interest, but especially do not fragnment any cohesive
mnority conmmunities.

And al so, where denographi cs have changed and
there are opportunities where we can show that there's
mnority communities that have devel oped because of a
variety of issues over the last ten years that they
instead of using -- sorry, there's a fly flying in front
of me -- instead of using partisan data and goi ng
partisan first, they | ook at that as an opportunity not
to split up those new communities that have arisen over
the last ten years. And there's areas in California
that we know that that is happening.

In Los Angeles I'mgoing to tal k about the
i ssue that the Chairperson raised in a letter about the
650, 000, | do have some ideas. | do not obviously want
to see any voting rights district collapsed, and we're
going to be watching very carefully on that one, so
we're going to be watching to make sure in that 650, 000
in our comunity where | conme fromin Los Angel es, and
will be testifying around the state on the statew de
pl ans, that there is no attenpt to coll apse a Section 2
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district.

Thank you very much for your tinme. |
appreciate it.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much
M. dayton, for coming. And, M. Leonard, in just a
monent -- let ne, would you let me just first thank you,
M. dayton, for correcting us on the information on the
hearings ten years ago the Court held.

Candidly in our first hearing in San Diego you
may recall how many people were upset at a particular
nei ghbor hood that had been split, and we had the
i mpression --

MR. LEONARD: That's what | want to speak to.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  -- that it hadn't
apparently been considered by the Court. M. Leonard
go right ahead.

MR LEONARD: Well, that was ny point, | was
i nvol ved in the process too, the Masters hearings. The
Masters hearings were like we're doing today, before a
plan was drawn listening to input. After the plan was
rel eased, the hearing was a legalistic hearing as to
whet her or not the plan drafted by the Suprene Court was
subj ect to any Federal or State Constitutional or
statutory | egal chall enges.

They did not go back around the state, they did
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not give the kind of weeks -- and | want to underscore
M. Cdayton's request for weeks period to reviewthe
pl ans published by the |egislature because that's what
the Supreme Court didn't do, as good a job as they did
do and | commend, they still made mi stakes or may not
have had all the data available to them

And the sanme way for us, that while we do
everyt hing possible to gather input ahead of tine,
there's no substitute for having the plans nade
avail able to the public for enough tinme that at | east
experts like M. Cdayton and others who spend tine at
this can have a mnimal period of time of access to the
pl ans and abl e to anal yze and revi ew them and conment
back to us, or we run the same kind of risk. So, there
was one part of the process but there wasn't the other
part of the process.

M. Chairman, | also wanted to raise two points
M. Cdayton rai sed, where do we stand on vote deferral ?
Are we now consistent with the Senate that wll
cal cul ate the nunmber of Senate districts where voters
are deferred for informational purposes or is it to be a
criteria in our map drawing that we will m nim ze vote
deferral, even at the risk of not reuniting comunities
of interest that have been divided? At sone point we've
got to resolve that point.
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CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE: Cdearly that is, and |
think al though today's neeting is schedul ed just for
taking input and we don't actually have a quorum the
next meeting at which we do have a quorum| think that's
going to be one of the subjects we'll put on our agenda.

MR LEONARD: And the second one I'd ask to be
put on the agenda is |I think we ought to end once and
for all any of the runors that anybody associated with
California State Government might file a suit with the
Department of Justice to renove the Section 5 sanctions

in the state of California; that would be wong.

We are still working our way through in making
sure communities of interest are well represented. I'm
hopeful we'll do a better job than the past that's been

done, but it's way premature for us to go to the federal
governnent and say we don't need your oversight.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  And | appreciate your
noting that also, M. Leonard. | can tell you that we
are not intending to do that as this Commttee. Thank
you very nuch.

We have next M. Juan Sanchez and, M. Sanchez,
after you will be Ms. Linda Hermann followed by M. Geg
Sellers. Thank you.

MR. SANCHEZ: Thank you. Good afternoon,

M. Chairperson, and Cormittee nmenbers. 1'mgoing to
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keep it short, I'"mnot going to plow over the sane
ground a lot of ny coll eagues have al ready spoken about
very eloquently, but | just want to just kind of nake a
coupl e of points.

| ama resident of Salinas, been a resident of
Salinas for 20 years. |'mpresently on the Planning
Conmi ssion of Monterey County, past President of the
H spani ¢ Chanber of Commerce for Mnterey County.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE: M. Sanchez, could you
speak a little closer into the m ke perhaps.

MR, SANCHEZ: (kay. And also a past Vice
Presi dent of LULAC here in Mnterey County.

Basically I"mnot an expert, | see nmyself as a
practitioner. | have enjoyed working on campai gns
el ecti ng good peopl e, Latino and non-Latinos who are
responsive to the Latino community in the last 30 years.

In the 1980s here in Salinas | participated on
three or four failed |local elections. | once read that
the definition of insanity was to keep repeating the
same behavi or expecting different outconmes. Well, we
stopped the insanity in the 1980s. W said, you know,
we can't keep repeating this, we need to change the
rul es.

And as M. Arnenta alluded to, he was one of
the plaintiffs, we -- Latinos in Monterey County filed
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filed suit, so I"'mnot here to advocate any specific
district lines or any specific communities of interest
at this point, I'mgoing to react later. As we |learn
as we Latinos learned in Monterey County, it's not over
until the fat judge rules.

And so basically what | want to allude to is,
and | was glad to hear M. Leonard say that they' re not
contenpl ati ng any change or deleting Section 5 fromthe
Voter Rights Act, because | believe that the rul es that
eventually were reached in 1991 were very viable for us
here in Monterey County in terns of keeping the
comunities of interest intact.

And al so -- and of course the outcomes speak
for thensel ves; we now have four out of seven Counci
menbers in the City of Salinas, we have a Latino
Supervi sor on Monterey County; we're looking forward to
the next decade to nentoring and corroborating with our
Lati no col |l eagues in Marina, Seaside, Mnterey, Sol edad,
Conzal es, and just keep spreading the good cheer and
keep el ecting Latino candi dates.

So, we understand the rules now and all we want
is alevel playing field and I believe we have that, so
again | just want to kind of finish up by saying keep
Title 5, Title 2 intact, and let us just play on a |l eve
pl aying field. Thank you.
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CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much
M. Sanchez, for taking the tinme to come here today as
wel | .

And, | adies and gentlenen, we're getting to the
| ast three requests that | have. W will have next
Ms. Hermann, followed by M. Geg Sellers, followed by
M. Sergio Sanchez.

M5. HERVANN:  Hello, M. Chairnman, and
Committee menbers. My name is Linda Hermann, and I'min
the, fromthe Berryessa area of San Jose, and that's in
the northeast part of San Jose. |'ma school board
menber there and also very active in, |'ve been
President of ny, Berryessa's G tizens Advisory Council.

I'"'m here today representing two different
groups, although I always have in mnd the school s and
what's happening there, and it's kind of like a little
conmpl ex here and | have a map on the third page, but |et
me sort of go through the first two pages first.

The Berryessa Community Center Advisory Counci
wanted me to conme as a representative, and we're really
tal ki ng here about Congressional districts nore so than
Senate or Assenbly district, although | have a little
point to make about that in a mnute.

The -- in the redistricting, what we would |ike
to see is, the Congressional district right now if
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you'll | ook over on the map page, there's a little
section there and it's part of Berryessa and then you
have M| pitas that begins in Landess, and that's kind of
the line there, and we would like to see, right now that
little section that |I circled is a part of Berryessa but
it's just -- it has not been included in the
Congressional district and that nmakes it really
difficult for representation, it's sort of neglected and
we would like to bring it back into the Berryessa area.

Al so, there are sonme other things that | would
like you to note when you | ook at the Assenbly and the
Senate redistricting too, because you'll find, we find
often that we'll have nmeetings and invite
representatives, and it's been known that,
representatives have even said they didn't even, weren't
even aware that Berryessa, you know, was a part of their
Assenbly, and I won't nane any nanes, or Senate
District.

Every tinme this one now Senator cones, we
always rub it in her face and rem nd her, but you didn't
even know that Berryessa was part of your Assenbly
district, so we have a real problemin that area. [|I'm
not sure why it was set up that way, although it is a
community of interest in the sense that Berryessa peopl e
do identify very strongly with Berryessa -- oops,
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better slow down, okay.

But, and there is a |large Asian community
there, but | don't think we're really cutting off an
Asian conmunity froman Asian part of the comunity if
you look at it, you'll see that there's enough of stil
the sane representati on goi ng on

Anot her possibility if you wanted to enl arge or
to nove the boundary down for Congressional District 16
woul d be nove it all the way to Cal averas and incl ude
Ml pitas, which is also very nmuch of a community of
interest with Berryessa, Berryessa and M| pitas are very
cl osely associated; so that would also work if you're
trying to think of different ways.

You woul d have to cut off sone people possibly
at the other end, you know, when you're |ooking at
Congressional District 16 | know there has to be a
cutting and where would that cutting happen,
understand that, and so possi bly maybe going towards the
south, that m ght work out a better, better
proportionally, and including possibly all the way over
till Cal averas Boul evard possibly, but for sure Landess.

One of the problens that we did -- we have al so
found with the Congressional district is that we do have
very few that our -- that Congressman Pete Stark seens
to not be aware that we do exist, and so he never cones
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to any neetings so we have had a problemw th that as
wel I, where we have had nmuch better representation, and
I think it's because Berryessa is part of San Jose, and
I think Zoe Lofgren who is part of the Congressiona
District 16th sees us, you know, and includes us because
she sees us as part of San Jose, but there is a snal

tip of it that is being excluded by Congressman Pete
Stark, so | think it is, just nakes nore sense to bring
it back in.

One other problemwe had is, | don't know why,
now maybe it was only the San Jose in the Berryessa
area, but we received, all of us received notices about
the nmeeting in San Francisco on the 19th, you know, that
was held on the 18th, and so we weren't sure if that
happened in all of San Jose because of course nore
peopl e could get to San Franci sco.

I would have found it easier to go to San
Franci sco than to conme to Monterey this norning, and
was all ready, | would have i medi ately, and many of ny
friends woul d have been there, so there's nmany people
m ssing from Berryessa in San Jose who woul d have been
there and so, because they didn't want to conme down to
Mont er ey.

Al right. | guess that was the main, |'ve
given you a letter as well that you can read over to
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see, | think |I've covered nost everything, so thank you
very nuch.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much
Ms. Hermann, we appreciate it. And let ne just note for
your benefit and for any others who may be interested
what sonme of the remmining hearings still are. This
Committee will still be holding an additional hearing, a
set of hearings, we have one schedul ed next week on
Friday in Los Angeles, one on June 22nd in Sacranento,
on July 6th in San Bernardino, and on July 13th in
Orange County.

In addition to that, the Senate Conmittee,
whi ch is our equivalent body in the other House, is
hol di ng hearings as well. They have a hearing com ng up
on June 26th in San Diego, July 17th in Los Angel es, on
July 31st in Sacranmento; and perhaps of nost inportance
to you for those who may not have been able to nake
anot her hearing, they are going to be holding on July
24th a hearing in San Jose, so you'll have another
opportunity since both commttees will | ook at one
another's transcripts and testinmony, we will be
reviewi ng the Senate Committee's, they' |l be review ng
ours.

If you've been unable to make anot her hearing
or you have friends who you' d |ike to have nmake it, |et
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me note that in San Jose on July 24th from 1:00 until
5:00 in the afternoon, the Senate Committee will be

hol ding a hearing at the State Ofice Building in the
auditoriumthere which is at 100 Paseo De San Antonio in
San Jose

And if you weren't able to get that down and
it's of interest to you, the information is al so
avail abl e | believe outside, yes, in the tables outside,
this is along the information on the printed materi al
so we wel cone, again we al so wel cone your input at the
Wb site or by mail, and those addresses again are in
the information that's being distributed. And we very
much eagerly ask you to give us information, this is
very hel pful to us.

Qur last two, | have M. Geg Sellers comng up
and then, and the Honorable Greg Sellers, Mrgan Hil
Cty Council Menber Geg Sellers, followed by M. Sergio
Sanchez, and | want to note now if there's anyone el se
who has asked to speak or filled out one of these forns
that | haven't recogni zed, please bring it up here or
come talk to one of the staff people, as these are the
only two nanmes | have left.

Counci| Menber Sellers, thank you, and you have
t he m crophone.

MR. SELLERS: Thank you, Chairman Longville,
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Assenbly Menmber Leonard, | appreciate the opportunity to
address you today. |'m soneone who has been | ong active
in politics in this region and proud to say |I'm a nenber
of the 28th Assenbly District, and currently part of
Assenbly Menber Salinas' district.

| wanted to add ny voice to those who have
urged you to maintain the communities of interest that
exist in Watsonville and in the, throughout the southern
and major portion of the 28th Assenbly District.

| primarily wanted to talk to you today about
the northern part of that District. Saying that we want
to include and keep Watsonville as part of the 28th does
not address a significant problemthat you all wll be
facing, nanely that you' re going to have to reduce the
size of the 28th. | think that's appropriate given that
it's one of the largest in ternms of |and nass districts
in the state and is very difficult to represent, if only
geogr aphi cal | y.

The northern part of the district, it includes
as you know four counties, Santa Cruz, San Benito, al
of San Benito, nost, a good part of Mnterey, and the
sout hern section of Santa C ara County; which in
1990-91, the Santa O ara County portion of the 28th A D.
was about 30, 35 percent of the district, it grewto a
little over 40 percent in the last ten years, so it's
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beconme a sizable percentage of the overall base.

And the reason | bring that up is that it
beconmes obvious for two reasons; that it needs to, that
that area of the district is probably where we need to
| ook at renoving and reducing.

As, and ny own personal feelings aside, | fee
we're very well represented by Assenmbly Menber Sali nas,
but in | ooking at the denographics of the region
wanted to point out a couple of things that shoul d
assist in your effort.

I want to respectfully disagree to sone degree
with ny dear friend M. Alvarez in talking about the
Evergreen community part of the district, | think there
is asimlarity denographically, economcally, and
certainly geographically with the 23rd Assenbly
District.

And though | would concur with those who spoke
in wanting to nmaintain the Downtown and East side
portions and keep those in one contiguous district,
think to agree to it you can incorporate sone of that
Evergreen area, that would make nore sense

And then in regards to nmy own homret own, Mborgan
Hll, we are used to being the, kind of the |ast
considered. In the eighties we were represented by Tom
Campbel I who went all the way up to San Mateo County as
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our Congressional, and yet Rusty Arias who went well
south of us in the Assenbly side, and so we're used to
havi ng this division.

This case, there are two, | think, options for
our general area in ternms of if we're going to nove out
of the 28th Assenbly District, either the 24th Assenbly
District which has significant denographic and econom c
ties and/or the 27th Assenbly District, which although
we are not a coastside conmunity, | think there are
significant denographic ties.

As you may know, the University of California
Santa Cruz, nmy alma mater, represents the Silicon Valley
area as part of their extended region and is very
actively involved in their extension program There are
a variety of other ties that the Santa Cruz region has
to our region.

And lastly I want to point out, although we
have always been tied in with the Glroy conmunity for a
variety of reasons, we're both at the southern end of
Santa C ara County, there's sone significant denographic
di fferences between our conmunities. And the Glroy
community to the degree that you can leave it in the
28th District, | think that nakes nore sense than ny own
comuni ty.

So | said putting aside ny personal interests,
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| urge you to consider some of these thoughts in putting
that together and in undertaking the very inportant and
somewhat difficult tasks in the nonths ahead. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you very much,
Counci| Menber, we appreciate it.

Next | have M. Sergi o Sanchez, and | have no
other forms that have been filled in after that.

M. Sanchez, the m crophone is yours.

MR. SANCHEZ: Thank you, and | don't want to
sound redundant, especially after M. Leonard tal ked
about the State CGovernnent not pursuing doing away with
Section 5 because that's what specifically | want to
talk to you about, but | think | need to say it just to
reaffirm our opposition to ever even thinking of that.

My nane is Sergio Sanchez, | amthe District
Director of the League of United Latin Anerican
Citizens, District 12 serving the Counties of San
Benito, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz and Monterey Counties.
I've been a resident of Salinas for about five years.

| originally came fromFresno where | lived for
15 years where they're not |ucky enough to have a
Section 5. And in living in this conmunity only five
years, | have enbraced it as nmy own, | feel that | have
lived here all ny life because this is a conmunity where
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I have seen comunities and fol ks el ect people that | ook
like themand talk |like themand can fairly represent
t hem

I'"malso a nenber of the Monterey County
Redi stricting Committee. | was appoi nted by
M., Supervisor Fernando Arnenta, and |I'm not speaking
in that authority, but | can tell you as a nenber of
that committee if Section 5 was not around, we would be
having very different conversations in regards to how
they're going to redraw | i nes, and that Section 5 keeps
poppi ng up and that's probably the only tool | have out
there to defend the voting rights of mnorities, having
two districts that have becone super mpjorities having a
great majority of its residents being Latinos.

Like | said, when I lived in Fresno for many
years |, still to this day there's, the people that are
representatives of the communities do not |ook |like the
people that live in these conmuniti es because they do
not have the privilege of Section 5.

Here in this county |I can tell you because of
Section 5 and redistricting in district elections that a
| ot of people put into effort such as Juaquin Avil a,

Si non Sal i nas, Fernando Arnmenta, Jesse Sanchez, Ernesto

Gonzal es, Juan Aiverez and many others that have comne

to becone elected officials due to district elections,
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including a judge that we elected fromthe East side of
Sal i nas, the poor side of Monterey County, elected a

j udge, a Municipal Judge and now is a Superior Court
Judge.

Having said that, | just want to tell you that
that brought the first Latino to be elected to City
Council. Ten years ago nost of the Cty Councils and
School Boards were governed by nostly mal e, Anglo,
Republ i can gentl emen, so now that has changed nost of
them sone of themare majority of wonmen, Latino wonen
and Latino males. And |I'mvery happy and proud of that,
and | know that a |lot of people put a lot of effort to
acconpl i sh that.

And it also brought up the first Latino to a
City Council being Sinmon Salinas, the first Supervisor
to the Monterey County Board of Supervisors in over a
hundred years on both of them and also the first Latino
to the Assenbly. It was foll owed now by Fernando
Armenta being the Supervisor, the second Latino in over
a hundred and sonet hi ng years.

So that goes to tell you that we need Section
5. 1 want to ask that you continue to protect our right
to el ect candidates of our choice that will fairly
represent the people that live in those conmunities.

I ask you that you continue to protect our
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right to not have changes that will make to change the
current voting practices or loss that could

di senfranchi se or discrimnate against mnorities in our
community. Please |eave Section 5 alone. | know you
are working on it, but I just want to reaffirmthat.
Thank you for your time and have a nice day.

CHAl RVAN LONGVI LLE:  Thank you, M. Sanchez, we
appreci ate your comng in.

I would note that the Section 5 process does
requi re precl earance procedures which will take into,
will take a little bit of the tinme that coul d otherw se
be available to review the plans at other levels, but I
think it's been clear that this Committee is intending
to respect those requirenents, regardless of the fact
that it does dimnish the anmobunt of tine available in
the process, but we are conmtted to that. Thank you
for com ng here today.

And, | adies and gentlenmen, | want to make sure,
were there any other persons who had handed in slips? |
want to nmake sure | didn't miss any. As | indicated,
the information is available on our Wb site as well,
these hearings, the testinony you gave today will be
added eventually onto that Wb site.

If you go to the Wb site today, you'll find
transcripts of some of the other hearings that we've
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held, this one will be added to it as we get it into
t hat shape.

And agai n thank you for taking the tine to be
here, we know that it takes your tinme. W appreciate
the fact that you're not paid to be here, that you cane
here as good citizens to try and participate in the
process, and we very nuch appreciate your taking that
time out of your lives to help us do this job. Thank
you again, and this hearing is adjourned.

(Wher eupon, the hearing was

adj ourned at 1:27 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, JAN LI GUORI HERNANDEZ, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter, hereby certify that the witness in the
foregoi ng public hearing was taken down in shorthand by
me, a disinterested person, at the tinme and pl ace
therein stated, and that the testinony of the said
public hearing was thereafter reduced to typewiting, by
conmput er, under ny direction and supervision

| further certify that I am not of counsel or
attorney for either or any of the parties to the said
public hearing, nor in any way interested in the event
of this cause, and that | amnot related to any of the

parties thereto.

Dat ed: , 2001.

JAN LI GUORI HERNANDEZ, CSR 6703
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